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In 1931 the University of Michigan acquired by purchase a small 
group of papyri, of which eleven are documents of the first two centuries 
of the Christian era from Tebtunis. Five of the eleven are of the type 
known as donationes mortis causa, and with another from an earlier pur- 
chase they form a noteworthy addition to the small number of known 
testamentary instruments drawn up in this form. As such they seem 
worthy of separate publication. 

The basic discussion of the donatio mortis causa in Graeco-Roman 
Egypt is to be found in Hans Kreller's Erbrechtliche Untersuchungen auf 
Grund der graeco-aegyptischen Papyrusurkunden,l in which is collected 
and appraised the then available evidence regarding all types of wills. 
More recently the subject has been briefly taken up by R. Taubenschlag,2 
who lists the documents published since Kreller's study was made. A. 
Berger in his very useful Encyclopedic Dictionary of Roman Law3 also 
gives references to the literature to date on this point of law. Supple- 
menting the work of Kreller, Signorina Orsolina Montevecchi has in- 
vestigated wills and donationes mortis causa occurring among the papyri, 
and has discussed the social and economic implications inherent in their 
various stipulations.4 These aspects of the donatio mortis causa need 
not be taken up here. The legal problems involved must be left to 
the jurists. This discussion will be limited to those texts, all of the 
late first and early second centuries, that are similar in form and that 
may be considered as a unified group. 

The six documents in the collection of the University of Michigan 
are Inv. 5589 (104? A.D.), Inv. 5580A (123 A.D.), Inv. 1335 (125 A.D.), 
Inv. 5579 (Hadrian), Inv. 5581 (Antoninus), and Inv. 5580B (early 
II A.D.). They are all 6ooXoyLaL, and in the more completely preserved 
texts the objectively worded body of the document is followed by the 

1 Leipzig and Berlin 1919, pp. 215-23. 
2 The Law of Graeco-Roman Egypt in the Light of the Papyri, 332 B.c.-640 A.D., 2d 

ed. (Warsaw 1955) 204-7. 
3 Philadelphia 1953, "Trans. Amer. Philos. Soc." 43.2, s.v. 
4 "Ricerche di sociologica nei documenti dell' Egitto greco-romano, I. I testa- 

menti," Aegyptus 15 (1935) 67-121. 
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subscription of the donor in the first person, and by the signatures of six 
witnesses, who sometimes state that they have affixed their seals.5 One 
document, P. Mich. Inv. 5589, has at the end a docket recording its 
registration in the grapheion. Two, P. Mich. Inv. 5579 and 5581, are 
certainly without such a docket, and in the other three the evidence is 
lacking. 

Donationes Mortis Causa6 

1 

P. Mich. Inv. 5589 

16.6 x 18.5 cm. 104? A.D. 

This document is badly defaced, but is complete except at the top. 
Only the superscription with the date and place and the name of the 
testator are lacking, and these can be supplied from the rest of the 
document.7 

Tamystha, daughter of Apollonios, makes a testamentary division 
of her property to take effect after her death. Her brother Satabous 
acts as her guardian in the transaction, her husband being dead. The 
property consists chiefly of the half share of a house, which was pur- 
chased from Ptolemais, Didis, and a third party whose name is lost, 
and which is apparently held in common with the sellers without division. 
This house and the personal and household effects of Tamystha are left 
to her daughter Taorsenouphis. Two stipulations are added, one that 

Taorsenouphis shall provide a fitting burial for her mother, and the 
other that she shall also pay the sum of twenty silver drachmas to her 
brother Heron. 

Such payments of sums of money from the estate to one of the heirs 
are common in documents of this type. They seem sometimes to be 
in the nature of token payments, made either because the intention is to 
disinherit the recipient, or because he or she has already received his 
inheritance in some other form. In a Milan papyrus from Tebtunis8 the 

5 On the use of seals in Graeco-Roman Egypt see M. Pieper, "Die Siegelung in den 

griechischen Papyri Agyptens," Aegyptus 14 (1934) 245-52, and A. E. R. Boak, 
Soknopaiou Nesos (Ann Arbor 1935) 24-25. 

6 The editorial practice followed in these texts is in general that used in most 

publications of papyri, square brackets indicating lacunae, angular brackets an omis- 
sion in the original, and braces superfluous letters in the original. Minor ortho- 

graphic variations commonly found in the papyri, such as L for et, o for w, etc., have 

only been noted when they might possibly cause confusion. 
7 On the suggested date see p. 152, below. 
8 Found during the Italian excavations at Tebtunis and published by A. Sansica, 

"Un nuovo testamento greco-egizio dell' eta romana," Acme 1 (1948) 232-42. 
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son Kronion, who has in some way injured his father, has been cut off 
with a payment of forty drachmas. In PTebt. 2. 381, as here, the real 
property is left by a mother to her daughter, and the daughter is to pay 
the small sum of eight drachmas to the son of her deceased sister. In 
this instance it is possible that the sister had already received her share 
of the estate as dowry; cf. PMich. 5. 350 (37 A.D.) in which a daughter 
resigns her claims to any share in her parents' estate because of the 
dowry already given to her on her marriage. In the division of paternal 
property PMich. 5. 321, however, the payments of sixty drachmas made 
to each of two younger brothers seem to be intended as compensation 
for the larger amount of real property given to the eldest son. 

Traces of letters from one line 

TOLV o6[oTr]aTpELov Kal [6]1Uo/77TpElov ad6EXOo5 [2]aTa[3]o-Tos As[s] er[C]v 7rEVTr- 
[KOVTa] 

oVX\ Xetpl apLTrepatL vvKEXWop71KjvaL rT?7 ogoXoyovocav Ta1.vO[Oa]v UExra 
T71V avrU7s reXEvrTrv elvaL rT7s yeyovvelas avrn ?K TroV I[er].aXXaX6ros 
avTr?s avpo's [.]al3loWvos Tov "Hpwvos O[v]yarpos Taop[o]E?v[ov]cEws [T]o 

vrap- 
5 Xov aVr? Ta/rio-Oa a'yopaoTOrv rap&a IroXe,aiLaos Kal AL,troS Kal Ta[. ]?7[. .] 

Trl rO avrT ?IUlaLcrv !iEpos KOLVOV Kal al tEperTOV oiKas 7raXatas Kal a\Xjs 
Kal TcoV aUvKvpovTrov ravrwcov ev T TpOKLpl/.v K/jMIy T aXE, s 
at yLTvlaL Kal Ta akXXa iKaa &a Twv 7repl avrov olK[ovo]tLLWjv 6EXOV- 

Tat, ETL Kal Tra vtr' aurTs T[aTvh]9[as] qaTraX[EL]J07o-6[Ev]a [7ri]7rXoa 
10 tYKev) 'v6o.?EvtPa 1.aTLtoI6ov evo4tX\obpE[va] a.4-[rf] K[a0' 6]v 6'r1OTE 

o~v Trporov, &r4' &L Kal auTr) 71 Taopaevovgbts Trotl-[e]]Tat Tr)v rTjs Af7rpO[s] 
[T]apAvo6as K[77]8iav Kal 7rEpi[o]ToXTOv 's [K]aOcK,i Kal bwcat rTot Eavrrjs 
&aeXx,ot "Hp[w]vt as 7 ,ur'r/Tp Taiiva6a{s } ?[vv]]xcopE &[66v]at avr'T 

ap'yvplov t[p]a[Xl]as e.Kpoa 
' 'v Xpop6V[o]v ?rep[i]eariV oT 6v oX[oyo].i5a 

15 Tayjiva0a{v} Ex[etl]v avTriv TrV KaTa TCV aVVKEXwp71.evwv vTrap[X]oy[(T3vJ)] 

oXoaXotp7J itovalav OiKOVOiELV T7repl avTrv cos Eav al[p]rTaL. v7royp(aa0evbs) 
'IaXvplwv 'JaXvpLwvoS cOs (IrTv) XS o(VX\) yo6(vaT) apLTo-T(epc). iapTrvpes 

E.r.vX[os] 'Apel[ov] cos [(ET&v). ]o3 o(vrX) .. .( ) a[p(Lo-rTEp.)], 

2a,ya0[rs] 'ApEtov s (E-~Cv) Xe [o(uX?))] avTLKV?7(,A.LO) 6e5L[c0], HToXXaplt,v 
EVTVxov COs (T-,v)[. . o(uXi))] obqpv,E ap[ (to-rpa)], 

I'aKiKEls L, JoltLos [cWs] (rTC,) /l o(VXn) OpVet. eteL^, 'OVV,,optS [... .]aoos 
Cos (ercTV) 

20 Ka o[(v\r1) -y]arpoKvT,OV-A,a) '[eS]a, ?VKKls TaKr[Kq lS (erwV) K. 

[o(Av\)] 6OpV, 61[,]W(i). 
(2nd hand) Tai[voa]Oa 'AiroXXw[vtov] Tro 'HpaK\XEL[ov] trl(rpos) OEr.[. .]- 

pw/e?Ws [6.oXo]?o. avv.- 
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KEXc[pOrK]cvaL IE?T7dl r?)[' ?] T?V 7EXEvT[7r]v ElCL Tij[S Ovyav]rp[6s] Li[ou Tao]p- 

[E]]v[ov]- 
4E?[S] Tr[] ,TUULavO) /EpoS r?js OlKicas Kal avL1Xs Kal ra v7r' EC/OV KaTaXELfOfoL7'6AevE[a] 
Kac avuvXcwpC racs aXXats Ltao-roXaTs KaOwcs 7rpoK(Etra). feypayev vrw'p 

avTr(Cv) 'IoX(vpicv) 'IJX(vpICWvos) Un' (Ei)(67rc<V) YP(djUAAara). 
25 (3rd hand) EvrvXos 'ApeLov yuaprvpco cs 7rpoKEraL.. (4th hand) ZaayahOrs 

'Apdlov fLap(r)vpC KaOcws rp6KLr(at). 

(5th hand) IIro[XX]apiwv ETr[v]Xou iaprvpw KaaOCs 7rpOKELTaL. 

(6th hand) IIaK[0[K]tOS 'I'o"OLOt [u]aprupW K[aO]cs TrpOKtrat. (7th hand) 

'OyVOPLSp [... .]10OS 

ulapT[vp,K] Ka0[,] rpOKLTat. (8th hand) EP[KI]^KLS HIaKOf3KLOS papTvpCo 

KaO{6}e}s 
[Jr]pOKLr[at]. (9th hand) adayEyp(a7rat) &ia Aovp[L]ou Troi rpo(s) Tr.L 

'yp(a4Lc() Te7Tr[bv]eCws. 

24. u) (l)6a(orwv) yp(ad,uara): Pap. utjYp. Although the name of the 

guardian has been omitted in the subscription, the abbreviation has been ex- 

panded as a plural form, since Ischyrion has obviously written for both 

Tamystha and her brother. 
25. uap(r)vp,' : Pap. A,apVpo. 
27. IHaK[f]KLOT ,I,olots for IaK/cKLS Tool4OS. 

TRANSLATION 

... [with as guardian] her brother on both her father's and her mother's side, 
Satabous, about fifty years old, with a scar on his left hand, that she, the con- 

tracting party Tamystha, has agreed that after her death there shall belong to 
her daughter Taorsenouphis, born to her from her deceased husband, .abion, 
son of Heron, the share that belongs to her of an old house and courtyard, 
amounting in all to one-half, purchased from Ptolemais and Didis and Ta.... 
and held in common and undivided, with all the appurtenances, in the aforesaid 

village of Talei, of which the neighbors and the other rights are set forth in 
the contracts relating to it; and also the furniture which shall be left by the 
same Tamystha and the utensils and the household gear and sums due her of 

any kind whatsoever, on condition that Taorsenouphis shall provide a fitting 
funeral and laying out for her mother Tamystha, and shall give to her brother, 
Heron, the twenty drachmas of silver which their mother Tamystha agrees to 

give him. For as long as she lives the contracting party, Tamystha, shall 
have complete power with respect to the possessions that are the subject of 
this agreement to administer them as she wishes. The signatory is Ischyrion, 
son of Ischyrion, about 36 (?) years old, with a scar on his left knee. The wit- 
nesses are Eutychos, son of Areios, about.. . years old, with a scar on his 
left. ..; Sagathes, son of Areios, about 35 years old, with a scar on his right 

138 [1957 



Donationes Mortis Causa 

shin; Ptollarion, son of Eutychos, about . . years old, with a scar on his left 
eyebrow; Pakebkis, son of Psoiphis, about 42 years old, with a scar on his right 
eyebrow; Onnophris, son of P...., about 21 (?) years old, with a scar on his 
right calf; Psenkebkis, son of Pakebkis, about 2- years old, with a scar on his 
right eyebrow. 

(2d hand) I, Tamystha, daughter of Apollonios son of Herakleides, my 
mother being Thenp...rophis, acknowledge that I have agreed that after 
my death there shall belong to my daughter Taorsenouphis the half share of 
the house and court and the property that shall be left by me, and I agree to 
the other stipulations as aforesaid. I, Ischyrion, son of Ischyrion, wrote for 
them because they are illiterate. 

(3d hand) I, Eutychos, son of Areios, bear witness as aforesaid. 
(4th hand) I, Sagathes, son of Areios, bear witness as aforesaid. 
(5th hand) I, Ptollarion, son of Eutychos, bear witness as aforesaid. 
(6th hand) I, Pakebkis, son of Psoiphis, bear witness as aforesaid. 
(7th hand) I, Onnophris, son of .. ., bear witness as aforesaid. 
(8th hand) I, Psenkebkis, son of Pakebkis, bear witness as aforesaid. 
(9th hand) Registered through Lourios, who has charge of the grapheion 

of Tebtunis. 

2 

P. Mich. Inv. 5580A 
6 x 21.5 cm. 123 A.D. 

Two fragments have been joined to make the superscription and 

beginning of a document which is undoubtedly a donatio mortis causa, 
although lines 4-5, on which this assumption rests, are largely restored. 
The donor is Ptolemaios, son of Herakles and Herois, and grandson of 
Herodion. At least two sons are to receive the property, but further 
details are lacking. 

TrovS 6Oye6ov AVroKparppTOQ Kato'apos Tpacaoiv 'ASptapoV e2/aorovT /Ariv[6]S 
Neov 2eaao-rov 

EvcaTr 'AOvp 0 ev Te3Trvvl, rTS HoXeuco'vos ,?Eplos rov 'Aptovoe'rov vo. ov. 

YoXo- 
yet IlroXluaLos 'HpaKX'Oov rov 'Hp .oaCCvos .Tn7rpOS 'Hpo'oosg T6 Trs 

TrpOKEaLLifVrS KP- L7Sq 

TePrvvews COs f[r6CV] TpLalKO[v7a ...]. o(]Vr)) yovaTt e4[it4] o-[VVKEXcWP7Ki]]vat 

,uer[l r rjv eaUrol reXeu]- 
5 Trf TOl S eav[]otv [TrK]ZVOS 'I [.... .]W let KC pa7rfe[l]vt 

A few more letters from line 5 and traces of letters from line 6 remain. 
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TRANSLATION 

The eighth year of Imperator Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus, the ninth 
of the month Neos Sebastos, Hathyr 9, in Tebtunis in the division of Polemon 
of the Arsinoite nome. Ptolemaios, son of Herakles son of Herodion, his 
mother being Herois, from the aforesaid village of Tebtunis, about thirty-. . . 

years old, with a scar on his right knee, acknowledges that he has ceded to 
his children, ... and Serapion ... 

3 

P. Mich. Inv. 1335 

9.2 x 28 cm. 125 A.D. 

Fourteen complete lines and a few traces of letters from a fifteenth 
line remain from the top of this document. The full width of the papyrus 
is preserved and the upper margin is intact. 

Soueris, daughter of Onnophris and Soueris and granddaughter of 

Labesis, acting with her husband, Orseus son of Tryphon, as her guardian, 
divides her property equally between her two sons, Onnophris and 

Tephersais. The property consists of a house inherited from her father, 
a share of another house and court that has been purchased, and house- 

hold goods and clothing. The sons have the responsibility of providing 
a fitting funeral for their mother. To her daughter, Thermouthis, 
Soueris has left the sum of sixty drachmas, perhaps in addition to dowry 

already received (cf. No. 1 above, introd.). This is probably to be a 

charge on the estate after the mother's death. All the other terms 

of the agreement have been lost. 

Erovs 6eKCaTov AV7rKpTropoS KaLaapos TpaCavoV 'AaptavoV Seo/aarov 4'aCLt 

elKalL ev TePrvvL Trjs 11[o]XfwOv(os) 

/iEpiOos roV 'ApoAvoELrov volov. O/LoXoYEZ zOUlVpLS 'OVVW4cpEWS TOV AafatLos 

iu7rTpOS ovipLOS aior' [rT]s 

TrpoKLYEvrls Kw/Lvr) TeTrviceCs 's &rTov TrevTrKOVTa 6VO ovXiL aYvrLKvPl7UIL 3dELc[L] 

/erCa ToV KVp[iov] 

TroV avUrOs &vapos 'Opoa-ws Tro Tpbvwvos CWs ErTv ?OgKOVTa &vo ovX7rL OaKTvXoW 

/ILKp(qO) XELPOS aplT7ep[a]s 

5 avvKeXwpr)KEvaL TrYV o,IoXoyouvav 2ovULptv ICera Trjv eavrOjs TeXEVTUr Tros 

'YeyovLo' avr?7js Tro 

7rpoyE'ypaajLIevov avpo6s 'Opaews rCTKVOtS 'OVV'WopL Kai TeqepoaLTlr Kal OcEpp.oOL 

Tros TrpLai, TOLS AEV 

8val 'Ovv'c,kpL Kal TEEcpo-atLT KOLVWS 'laTOV &Ka&Tc)L KaO' riftt-Lav, eav be 

TLS avrroiv r) 7r[Ep]i[EO]TL 
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TWV TOVTOV TEKVWY, TT7V e6 V7rapXovJcav aVr7tL 2OVlpl T7raCrTplKjOV OlKlaV Kal TO 

vrapxov avrT7t 

a-yopaaTov 7 V evarovvaov upos cTepas oLKLas Kal aviXis Kal 7r& aLvrTWv (TvKlpovra 
7ravTa 

10 Tv r rjTp OKLiEYrlt KCj[r?]L Te0irvT Kal ra ' av7r' S ar aroXefOfrlcabova E7rt7rXoa 

Kal (rKEVj Kal 

v6o,Lievlav Kal tia]ar[L],i[o]v Kal hvo4LX6o.teva avrrTt i Kal 'TErpa KaO' ov 6rVOTe 

OV Tp6rov, Tf 7- 

OCepLio3O bfc[L]areraX&vaL apyvpiov 5paXAas e7Kovra' rpos robs Ibo 'OvvcW4ptL 

Kal Te4epa&LP 

KOYiSV ?t ['i]oV ocrS TljS rTr ji7rpOS K?a 71 al 7repLTroXXS UbS aV aVirols 

6677tt, Kal Tj?S {Kal TjS)} 

[....r] ..[[.... Td]T 8ata[7ET]a'yAlvq T O?eppoblt bpaX as [e]JKoPVTa K[al 

?]av ?rpo>6EP[ .... ] t avTri^s 

Traces of letters from another line 

8. Tlr. . . .rkKvw for TOts.. . .TCKpoS. 

14. Not only is this line badly mutilated, but the letters are carelessly 
formed. The suggested reading is not impossible, although the dotted letters 
are extremely doubtful. 

TRANSLATION 

The tenth year of Imperator Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus, Phaophi 
the twentieth, in Tebtunis in the division of Polemon of the Arsinoite nome. 
Soueris, daughter of Onnophris son of Labesis, her mother being Soueris, from 
the aforesaid village of Tebtunis, about fifty-two years old, with a scar on her 
right shin, with her guardian, her husband, Orseus son of Tryphon, about 
sixty-two years old, with a scar on the little finger of his left hand, acknowledges 
that she, the contracting party, Soueris, has ceded after her death to the children 
born of her to her aforesaid husband Orseus, to the three of them, Onnophris 
and Tephersais and Thermouthis, to the two Onnophris and Tephersais, half 
to each to be held in common and equally, and if either of them does not survive, 
to his children, the house that belongs to the said Soueris by inheritance from 
her father and the share of eleven-eighteenths of another house and court that 
belongs to her by purchase and all the appurtenances of all the property in the 
aforesaid village of Tebtunis, and all the household goods that shall be left 
by her and the utensils and furniture and clothing and sums owed to her, or 
other things of any kind whatsoever; and to Thermouthis she has bequeathed 
sixty drachmas of silver. The funeral rites and laying out of their mother shall 
devolve upon the two, Onnophris and Tephersais, together and equally, as shall 
seem best to them.... 
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4 

P. Mich. Inv. 1579 

21.7 x 15.7 cm. Hadrian 

This document, written in the small rapid cursive characteristic of 
the second century, is complete in height, but is broken off on the left and 
at least a third of the text is gone. Because of the extensive lacunae 
and the difficulty of deciphering the broken and defaced text, many 
details of the agreement are uncertain. 

The testator, whose name is lost, is a son of Didas and Dioskorous 
and grandson of Didymos. His two sons, Ammonios and Herakleides, 
share equally in the estate, which consists of one aroura of vineyard, 
and the half share of a house and courtyard held in joint ownership with 
the testator's brother, Moschion. The right to reside on the property 
and to have the services of the slaves bequeathed by her husband is 
secured to the wife, Kleopatra, for as long as she lives and remains un- 
married. So also in BGU 86 the wife is to receive support for the rest 
of her life after her husband's death, as long as she does not remarry. 

That the sons are under age is apparent from the stipulation in line 
11 that Kleopatra shall feed and clothe them. In the comparable docu- 

ment, BGU 86, where the children are also minors, a guardian is ap- 
pointed for them, but none is mentioned here. 

Provisions for the burial of the father are unusually detailed, but 

unfortunately they fall in the most mutilated portion of the papyrus. 
The amount of money to be spent, not less than two hundred drachmas, 
is designated, as well as the place where the body is presumably to be 
interred, near the Labyrinth. This Labyrinth is the funerary temple 
of the pyramid of Amenemhet III at Hawara, to the north of which 
is the necropolis of the metropolis of Ptolemais Euergetis. 

[Trovu X AvroKp&Aropos Kai]rapos Tpcavoi 'AApLavov ef3aT-rov 

,ruvos 'AlreXXalov T 1a-t ve k v Ter3vti ris IloX((eLawvos) 

[lzEplo60 roV 'Apacvoirov vYOIOV. O/1OXOYEy X 7rpE]cjVT7epoS ALta ro0 

Atbiov lrfTpOS ALOKOKOpOVrTOS TrS MoOXiowvoS rTv aLro ros TjtrTpotroXewS 

[ X c(s TJrv TrEv]TrgKOVTa oVXr XEXLt r- avwo Ec aLptorTepv aWvv tKeX)pr?KEvaL 

juera TlV EaVTOr TreXEvrT7V elvaL rT 

[ye'yov'bt avrT ErK T7S eavTrov yvvaCKos KX]eorarpas Trjs ALopvaiov vioTS 

6val 'AqppwiLCv Kal 'HpaKXe6lrl EKaao-Tr 'Tiov rv' viriapXovoav aur-w 

lrept 

5 X ]lVKOV TOV Kal 'ApELov 'ApXLoTparTElov ro Ka 'AOaateow 

ajL7rEXW&vos KTroXoyovjE'VOv apovpav 
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[jliav Kai rTO vrapxov avrw j tjytJv /pepos KOLPVV] Kail a&aalperoV TrpOS rTObv aeX6Ov 
airo o MoXrxlva oiKLas Kat avXrjs Kal ora Eay aXXa KaraX.tEL 

[ X 0 Kal Crepa o-iv TO?S aiXXogs cXEv]o7'oitvos els abrVT a4)' o0 
6Trore ov Trp7rTO, TtL 6' Kal ra v7T' avrou aTroXELl)O7iao6IEva TrtL- 

[irXoa X Kai Ev,o50uI]via Kal &voc>LX6uo Ev,a avrca KaO' Sv 6T'or0 
ovV rp6Oro. 0? 6E TpoyEYpa/ILIEvl avrTv /It7- 

[Trip KXEcorarpa X ] ao' ov aY 0rovs rEXEVTr?j Ek' ov xpbvov 
7repLETTLV Kal ayataoS KaOeoTarKev ra 7rpo- 

10 [ X ?]yVOtKeZvy Ev TOs OLKOTrE6oLS Kal 6ovXEVEaOaL bV' iwv 
eav KaraXTL/EL tOVXLKov awCo.aTrcov 

[ X ]. avTrjv KXeoTrarpav rpeovbarls avTrrr? Kal tLiartiovarTs 
ra abrva E aXXa Xcov TeKVa .... 

[ X ] TO0S abVroTs TrKVOLS kEovalas .trl6EV 7ir KaTaXprlLaarLTolaOV 
OLKOVOijpaau KarT r .... 

[ X ] TrS .trTrpos avbriv 7rpos ro PL,VELV a'[rTj rT)] Kaprelav Kal 

EVOlKr7OLV Kal boVXeL,av 

[ X ro] doC aaTros avrov Kfselav et?o'eEv[evKEr]coaav apyvptov 6paX,ias 
bLaK[oalas] 

15 [ X ro] aouia avTro v v TOlS TrEp Aa0Vp[c]VO[ov ...]olS Ws e`ooev 
avTcr. aKvpwv o rpoye- 

[ypafitEvos X ] KarTa rvra rpoTrov, rovro 6' rTO avwXdP77la KVptOV 
eltvat ao' To0s 6t' avrov e'yyeyp[al]- 

[EtvoLS. 4(' ov 6E Xp6vov TrplearTLV 6 6ioXoXywouV E'XE av]rTov Kara T 
eavrov viraQXl[ovTrwv] oA[ooxEp7j ?ov]alapv 1rCXELV VTroilOeoOaL jLrETaLt- 

araOeOat 

[ X ]s iXXa 6t otV6Evl oLvbev's vir[o]xwpc. uLaprvpes 'HpaKXelS-ts 
6 Kat .... qroXos 'HpaKXeiLov ... 

[ X ]wv oviXi) b)pibl 6evLa, i6lvpos ' IpLyEvovs TOV KEKO/i.77TEVK6T(&O V) 
Ws ETrv TeoarapaKo vra 7rEv- 

20 [Tr X 2arvpos o Kal 'ppLwv AaofoaLos c (&erv)] rTpaKOrTa 
ovr7) 6Oplt dapLorepc, MvoriOs AtlviUov Los eTwV TplaKOVTa 

[ X Z]a,iETvos 'A7roXXwovLo TOV Kal 'Cl-jtopov Ws ErTv 7TrEVT77KOv- 

[Ta X At6oaKopos 'P]obvov Cds ErToy TpLaKOVTa OKTr& OVriXL Tro6 
6Eft^l, o Ot 

[ X (2d hand) X avveX]cop-raa IETra rT7v TeXevrrTv ILOv TrlS 

vioLs Iov 'ALi/xavlw Kal 

['HpaKXEL6rl X ap]ovpav tilav Kai TO iLutav /LEpos T7s oitKlas Kal avXrs 
Kat oora Eav 

25 [KaraXiet'w X ]ov ji KaL Erepa aov TOLS aXXos Xevcro/iVOLs ElS 
/Ae &)' o0 6Tror0E oyv 
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[rpborov X ] Kal r ' yoELeXo6etLEa Kal 'yevj/lIaa, Trs 7TvvaaKOs 

,.ov KXEo7rarpas 
[ X ] Kal eVoLKova71s Kail ovXevo/IVls, TpeOljova Kat 

lI,arTiova7rs 

[ X ]s Kal a'vvereLacrOt airaar KaO&s Trpo6KraL Kal capa'yit 

kXV6/Ap/aTL 
[ X (3d hand) X ]6ov . a. ( ) Aovplov TOV 'HpaKXCE6ou ,Aaprvpc) Kal 

o-rpa7ycW. (4th hand) A[6v- 
30 [/os 'pptLyEvous rTv KEKOc/r77TeUK6rcoTWv apTvpC]L KaL o-'paytCot. (5th hand) 

2aru7poS 6 K(ac) 'Qpi.cv Aa/3(o-(os) lAapTvpw Kal a(>paytjo. (6th hand) 

MvaOjis AtL(5iUI)ov .aprvpwL 

[Kal aopa'yti. (7th hand) 2afltvos 'AiroXXcovov Tro Kcal 'IaTL]copov uaprvpw 
Kal aorpayLtW. (8th hand) At6aKopos 'Poviov uaaprvpw Kal [a4papyt^]. 

1. With hands of this type it is impossible to estimate with any degree of 
accuracy the number of letters lost. The restorations are only intended to 
give the sense of the missing passages and to assist in the understanding of 
the text. 

3. Possibly the lacuna contained the name of the tribe and deme to which 
the testator belonged. rcv: for rots. 

5. ]pUVKov roU KGl 'Apetov: perhaps, with 7rpOTrpov, the name of a former owner 
of the vineyard. 

14. dEifev[evKr]cosav : cf. BGU 7. 1655, 20-21: is 7rptaTroX?riv. . .laevKerwoaav r[&a 

vI]7r' [e]Eloi rpoyeypalcAieva[s] -rToaaapas pas pais. 

15. Aa3Obp[i]vo[ov]: the other occurrences of the Labyrinth in the papyri 
date from the Ptolemaic period; cf. SB 5216 and the original publication in 
Bull. Soc. Alex. 14 (1912) 194 ff. 

[... .]os: possibly [roTr]jos; [rTA]oLs, suggested by the referee, could also be read. 
18. V7r[o]xw)p): for vnroxcope or voroxcpeZv. The significance of the phrase 

here and its connection with what precedes is uncertain. 
'HpaKXeiqs, etc.: cf. the signature of this witness in line 29 below. The 

names should correspond, but although the readings are uncertain, they cannot 
be the same. 

TRANSLATION 

The ... year of Imperator Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus, 15th of the 
month Apellaios, Phaophi 15, in Tebtunis in the division of Polemon of the 
Arsinoite nome.... the elder, son of Didas son of Didymos, his mother being 
Dioskorous daughter of Moschion, from the metropolis... fifty years old, 
with a scar on his upper lip on the left, acknowledges that he has agreed that 
after his death there shall belong to his two sons, Ammonios and Herakleides, 
born of his wife Kleopatra, daughter of Dionysios, to be shared by each of 
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them equally, the one aroura of vineyard of the class paying one-sixth, that 
belongs to him near... formerly belonging to (?) ... also called Areios, of the 
Archistratian tribe and the Althean deme, and also the half share of the house 
and courtyard that belongs to him and to his brother Moschion in common 
and undivided; and also whatever else he shall leave... or anything else, to- 
gether with what shall come to him from any source whatsoever, as well as 
the household goods that shall be left by him ... and the furnishings and what 
is owed to him in any way whatsoever. 

Their aforesaid mother, Kleopatra, daughter of Dionysios ... shall from 
the year in which he dies for as long as she lives and remains unmarried ... to 
reside on the property and be served by the slaves that he shall leave... the 
said Kleopatra, she feeding and clothing their said children... and the said 
children shall not have the power on the strength of this document to manage 
anything ... of their mother, so that there shall remain to her the crop and the 
residence and the service ... for funeral rites for his body let them pay two 
hundred silver drachmas ... his body among the . ..near the Labyrinth, as 
it seems best to him. The aforesaid... if he invalidates... in every way, 
and this agreement shall be valid together with the conditions set forth in it. 
For as long as the acknowledging party shall live he shall have complete power 
to sell, to mortgage, to alter the will... to give up nothing to anyone else. 
The witnesses are Herakleides also called . . .son of Herakleides . . .with a 
scar on his right eyebrow; Didymos son of Origenes, one of the ex-cosmetes, 
about forty-five years old .. .; Satyros also called Horion, son of Labesis, about 
thirty years old, with a scar on his left eyebrow; Mosthes, son of Didymos, 
about thirty years old...; Sabinus, son of Apollonyos also called Isidoros, 
about fifty years old .. .; Diodoros, son of Rufus, abouit thirty-eight years old, 
with a scar on his right foot. The six... 

(2d hand) I... have ceded after my death to my sons, Ammonios and 
Herakleides ... one aroura and the half share of the house and court and what- 
ever I shall leave... or anything else, together with what shall come to me 
from any source whatsoever... and what is owed to me, and the crops; my 
wife Kleopatra ... and residing and being served, feeding and clothing... 
and she has agreed to all these conditions, as aforesaid, and I shall seal with 
the seal... 

(3d hand) ... of Lourios, son of Herakleides, am a witness and shall affix 
my seal. 

(4th hand) I, Didymos, son of Origenes, one of the ex-cosmetes, am a witness 
and shall affix my seal. 

(5th hand) I, Satyros, also called Horion, son of Labesis, am a witness 
and shall affix my seal. 

(6th hand) I, Mysthes, son of Didymos, am a witness and shall affix my seal. 
(7th hand) I, Sabinus, son of Apollonios, also called Isidoros, am a witness 

and shall affix my seal. 
(8th hand) I, Dioskoros, son of Rufus, am a witness and shall affix my seal. 
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P. Mich. Inv. 5581 

21.1 x 11.9 cm. Antoninus 

The left side of the papyrus is broken off, but the full height is pre- 
served, with the upper and lower margins intact. From lines 1-2 it is 
clear that well over half of the document is lost, and it would be un- 
profitable to attempt to restore the missing text. As a result of the 
extensive losses it is difficult to understand the exact significance of the 
special provisions in the disposition of the property. 

The testator is Petesouchos, son of Pelmasis and Thenpepheros (lines 
2 and 21) and his property is divided between his son Petesouchos and 
his daughter Tapeteus (line 22). The property consists of 1) unidenti- 
fied holdings near Kerkesoucha Orous (line 5); 2) one aroura of a catoecic 
allotment (lines 5 and 23); 3) an uncertain amount of sacred land (lines 
6 and 23); 4) a share of a date-palm garden (line 7); 5) some shares of 
house property otherwise undescribed (lines 8 and 24); and 6) the usual 
household goods, etc. (lines 9-10). 

All the property listed in lines 5-10 is given to the son Petesouchos, 
but something is left to Tapeteus in addition to her dowry and marriage 
gifts (lines 10-11 and 25). After some directions regarding the irrigation 
of the property (lines 12-13), lines 14-17 deal with the management of 
the date-palm garden and the disposition of its fruits, in which it appears 
from line 16 that Tapeteus has an interest. 

The responsibility for providing suitable burial for his father rests 

upon the son Petesouchos (line 18), and as usual the father retains the 

right to manage the property for as long as he lives (lines 19-20). 
Following the brief subscription of the donor (lines 21-27) the wit- 

nesses add their signatures and affix their seals (lines 27-30), which 
are described. Although seals are frequently mentioned in the signa- 
tures of witnesses in the donationes, no seals have been found with the 
documents and there is no indication as to how or where they may have 
been attached. The document concludes with the names and signalments 
of the witnesses (lines 31-33). 

[erovs X ArvToKparopos KatoapoS Trov AiXoov 'AWpLavo 'AAvrwvivov 

Se]3aacrTov EvaeiSovs HIaXc?v y ev TEFTVptL rs HIoXEiWCVOS 

[e?pilos rov 'ApaLvoirov voiov. 6tUoXoyEZ IHeTreCoXOos eXIlao'LO rovt X ]- 

9oir.TV fl7rpOs OevYre0epWrTOs &aro KW/it7s KepKecroVXo(v) 
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X ] (TvvK?KEXoprlKEVal ICET Ter rTv eavrov TEXevr?'v elvat 

Eav- 

[roI X ].. &av 6e rts aLVTWv L) T7repL Trd TOVTOV TEKVa CS Kal. 

elval 

5 [ X ].. KEpKEaoVXa "Opovs T?j TE 'v &va(T 

afpa7yclat KX\rpov 
[ X ] tepas 7y^s apo' prls lta s Tpov rprOV K Tro 

TrpOS VOTOV LEpOVS 

[ X ]ToV /IEpOS 4fOLVIKWVOS EKTOXOyovUE'VOV 

apovprls Autas 
[ X ] cs VirOKELTraC Kal TA vlrapXovTa avTC EV Tfl 

KCjI,r7 /LEpTr olKo- 

[7reacv X ]. Ta vT7apXovra 7ravrota Katt erllrXoa Kal 

OKEvEV Kali 

10 [ X 0 Kai Er]epa Ka0' ov UtS1roTr ov Trporov. Tr Se OvyaTrp 
Ta- 

[TreTEcVL X XwplS T7S] aTr7s (fpvjs Kal rCpaCepvov, Ka vvvtl TO 

XoiLr6v 
[ X ]..[...] aXoLvl.x LOV TOUVS 7rOTLO-IOUS 

7roLrjara TaL La roV 

[ X ]y TOV 6e IHErcOVXOV TrOOVpevov Tas EXvo'T 
TOVUTO 

[ X ]TroS ELvat Kal Tros bvroXEXLA./uevovs os 

Trp6KELTraL kOVVLKLa 

15 [ X X XE ] aX/ ro E XoP vv, TOV SO ErTEpov KOLVOV 

OLr 4OLIKWC V 

[ X ]. S C rSv 6LaTrrayjuLVco}V avTpr ds Trp6KELTra 

[ X ]v T70V [OL]VLK[CiVOS] apovprls Te[Tp]aKaLEt- 

?7KOaTO < V > EV Kat 

[ X IIcE]reo-ovxo ov -77 rjs TOV Trarpos K75o[EL]as 
Kal 7repL-ToXrs 

[ X ] c' 6Ov 66 x[p]o6vo [7r]EplEoTLV O [o]loX[oy)]v 
IIereo-ovxos 

20 [ X K]al 6XoaoXr[pr] ko[voia]v OlKOvo/lpV r[Epl] 
aVT Vos d' av alp77raL. 

] OVX) ?ETuO[Trco UE]fcot. ,(2d hand) 
HETE(TovXo[S] II?EXA[aio-LO]S 6'1OXOY7j aUVKCe- 

[xCwplKe'va X ] Iov IIere[ao-]xov Kal Ta7rreTa, eav T rts 
avTWrv luA Trept- 
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[.0 X K, 

y77i ap < oup > r7s rao-ovs 

[ X 
Ev8ouiEvlav !.ov raroav 

25 [ X 
rT rTS lEpas Y7S 

[ X 

[KXcovs 
7yXiJL iaTL 'Hpa- 

X 

X\p]ov KaTOLK[LKO]v apovpav /Eelav KaL tepas 

] 7rCL /pr? TVJ OlKOT7rewv Kai Tr)V 

]l XWP, 7rs qEPpvSj Kal 7rapaCLepvwv, 

]. aXXaLs [6]aacrroXa l Kal 7opayLts 

] (3d hand) HETEEVS VPEWTEpOS IOPVcaOLOS 

/iaprvpc KaL 

[ X (4th hand) X afpa]yLCo yXv,uacariL Zapakrtos. (5th hand) 
H?TEEEvS Tpo(o)#3(vrEpos) HTerEEVOS /IapTvpj) 

X (6th hand) X Ka]l aopaytWL yXVu/u-aTt "Ep,uovs. (7th hand) 
'Apo'ALatls IIXcoeS 

30 [ X (8th hand) X ] .tapTvp&p Katl arcpacL'yi y'yXijlar 
M Eoarao-rVTJuLo 

[(9th hand) X ] 'Hp' . tos AloVvaoov cs v (frwv) . oVX()) 

aVrtK(V1i7ALO) apLrTepCL 

XEXc 

X 

]v oVX\j 6)pilv L,a, . "AptaLoLs 

] cOs (ETWv) X3 ovXnr aVYTLXLpL aplTr(epc,). 

1. The missing text in the first two lines has been supplied as far as possible 
in order to indicate the extent of the lacunae. 

2. ]ourOV: these letters are uncertain, but cannot be read ]aacos, the end 
of the father's name as it appears in line 21. We should in any case expect 
the grandfather's name to be included here, even though it is omitted in the 

subscription. 
4. The names of the heirs would ordinarily be in either the dative or the 

genitive case, but in the subscription (line 20) they are in the accusative, as 
are the words ra TrKVLa in this line. Perhaps the passage originally read etvaL 

eav[roV TrKva KX\pov6OJovu]; cf. BGU 2. 483, 1-2: Oo[Xo-y]... . . [KX]rJpov6/Oov To[v] EavTro 

[vlo6]. 
8. 's Vr6KELrtaL: possibly a reference to lines 14-17 in which there are special 

provisions in connection with the date-palm garden and its produce. 
13. rTOVT: the final letter is larger than usual and may indicate an abbrevia- 

tion; for roOT(owv) (?). 
30. MeoTrao-uTruos: on this deity, who occurs also in papyri of the Ptolemaic 

period from Tebtunis, see H. C. Youtie, "Critical Notes on Michigan Ostraca," 
CP 37 (1942) 148-49. In addition to the references given there see H. Bonnet, 
Reallexikon der dgyptischen Religionsgeschichte (Berlin 1952) s.v. "Gebet." 
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6 

P. Mich. Inv. 5580B 

16.7 x 9.1 cm. Second century A.D. 

This mutilated and defaced fragment came with the two fragments 
described in No. 2 above, but although it is also from a donatio mortis 
causa, it is not from the same document. No. 2 is more carefully written, 
but the hands are similar and we might not be able to distinguish two 
separate documents on that basis alone, especially since the handwriting 
often has a tendency to deteriorate toward the end of a document. The 
donor's name in No. 2 is Ptolemaios, while here it appears to be Peteeus; 
but again in this very careless cursive hand this not too secure reading 
is not decisive. But certainly from line 20 it is clear that here there is 
but one son who is to receive the property, while in No. 2 there are 
two sons. 

The text is too defective to permit a detailed analysis of the terms 
of the agreement. The settlement of property is almost completely 
lost, but it includes land, a house and court, and personal property which 
is described in more detail than usual. In line 11 there is provision 
for the payment of debts that may still be due on the death of the donor. 
Lines 12-15 provide for the care of the son till he becomes of age and 
apparently stipulate that the mother may reside on the property with 
her son as long as she lives. Again as in No. 5 no other guardian is 
provided. Peteeus reserves control of the property during his lifetime 
(lines 16-17). 

The names and signalments of the witnesses (lines 18-19) are fol- 
lowed by the subscription of Peteeus (lines 20-26) and by the signatures 
of the witnesses, who affix their seals (lines 27-30). 

1-9 Only a few letters from the ends of the lines 

10 [ X ]pLYvr Kal 6l4pov' vXtvOv 
[ X a(ro]aow c&v 4av Oa,y O6ElXWlv liolWTLKWV Xp?- 

[Cv X ]............ Xttas Ka TWjV ajKov- 

[rwv X ]S ?EaXXorplovaa 
[ X ]av Cs TrpoarKOv o-rtV, rcXoVoaa rTa r 

15 [ X ] y TrEpt Xp p6yOv aiv rTO Vi EIv roZs 
[ X ] 6E xp6'ov 'rEpiEoatrv 6 uOoXoyvo nTerEe.(s) 
[ X O]iKovoE,iev bs c av atpjTrat. biroypaqces la-ya07rs 
[ X ].... MapE^liis TIaK)3$KLO(S) CS Trwv V77 oXr) ptvl 
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[ X ].... "Hpov Kpovi(wvos) (cs) (ErCov) u; oOvX()r) ITrX(E) sEioL. 
2CO wLKpar?7(s) 

20 [ X (2d hand) X VvKeEXWP77KE]vE yerCa Trv TrXEVTur7 ILOv TU rV Eiw 

[ X ]... apovgpwy Kalt Trj oLKELas Kal avXris 

[ X ]....... Ka XXr7jufovTal rapa Tro 

[ X ] .Kal !V.v.iQ.Krlv XppvvoVv rTraprwv Tre- 

[arapov X ]eXeLa 8io 6bXKijs pa- 
25 [xuCov X ]v Kaca-ltb6petlvfv Kal 3iLpov ~VXEI- 

[vov X ] ZEpa7rtLos. EypaCl/ev virep avrov 2atyaOas 

[ X (3d hand) X ] iaaprvp& Katl EirppaKvrat tyXvA < > ara 

[ X (4th hand) X K]al c&padytL'a yyXvy,uaTra "IoL- 

[bos. (5th hand) X 2]ooxov. (6th hand) 'Ovv&oi pts Ilav'aLts 

AaprvpCi Kal acqpaKLKa. 
30 [ X (7th hand) X ] yXiv,ulara 'ApTroxparov. (8th hand) 

"Hpcov 

11-12. Cf. PTebt. 2. 381, 18-19: Kai &LEVXVTCrUoEL LV aV c fav OvL 7 OaiLtsO 6O>iXovUra 

1ISOTLKWU XpeCWv. 

25. KaaoCLrlpeivrlv : for KaGa'cLeplvrlv. 

26. 2epa7rtcos: probably preceded by -yXvu/uarL: the design on the seal of 
the testator. 

27. ei7rpaKlTatL: for ieCrpaT-yLTra. The future tense is more commonly 
used, as in Nos. 4 and 5. 

,yX0i(,)ara: for y/XbifiarT; so also in lines 28 and 30. 
29. Y>qpanKtKa : for ?crppa-yitKa. 

Just as these documents are alike in form, an analysis of the texts 
shows that they are alike also in content. The donor, who is com- 

pletely identified by age and signalment, makes a division of his property 
among his heirs, this division to take effect only after his death. The 

description of the property and the details of its distribution are fol- 
lowed by special stipulations covering various individual circumstances, 
such as the care of minor children, the support of the surviving wife, 
and the management of the property. Responsibility for furnishing 
a suitable burial for the testator is laid on one or more of the heirs. And 

finally the testator specifically retains control of the property until death. 
A number of previously published donationes mortis causa are cer- 

tainly of the same type as these Michigan documents. The most often 
cited is BGU 86 (= Mitteis 306), dated 155 A.D., from Soknopaiou 
Nesos, in which Stotoetis leaves his property to his two minor sons, 
for whom he designates his brother-in-law as guardian. His wife is to 
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receive support for as long as she lives and remains unmarried, and he 
himself retains control of the property until his death. He appends his 
subscription, and the document is attested by six witnesses. The bottom 
of the papyrus is broken off and the question of registration in 
the grapheion is therefore left open. 

BGU 483, consisting of two much mutilated fragments, from the 
Fayum and dated in a year of Antoninus, is, as Kreller has pointed out, 
another example of a testament of this type. As published it appears 
to be in one hand throughout. If there is no change in the hand, it is 
probably a copy of the original document, since the alteration from 
the third to the first person in line 10 shows it to be an agreement with 
a subscription. The names and signalments of witnesses are given in 
lines 8-9, and part of one signature is preserved in line 14, which should 
be read ucpa'y]ot -yXvuLi/arTL aparL5[os rather than ]p&w. X7ALALL Z2apaI7r[. 
There seems to be too little space for the signatures of the usual number 
of six witnesses. Part of a date remaining at the end suggests there was 
also a docket of registration in the grapheion. 

SB 7559 (99 A.D.), from Tebtunis, is also a 6uoXoyla, with the sub- 
scription of the testator, the signatures of six witnesses, and in this in- 
stance again with the note of registration. Thaisas, a freedwoman, 
divides her small property between her son and daughter, but retains 
control of it for as long as she lives. 

The papyrus in Milan mentioned above,9 also from Tebtunis and 
dated in the year 138 A.D., exhibits the same characteristics. The body 
of the document is followed by the subscription of the donor and by the 
signatures of the six witnesses. It was also registered in the grapheion. 
There is provision for the division of the property between the heirs, 
with one son being disinherited; the burial of the father is to be fittingly 
carried out, and control of the property remains, as usual, in the hands of 
the owner until he dies. 

Still another papyrus from Tebtunis, PTebt. 2. 381 (123 A.D.), is 
almost certainly to be classed with these, although the bottom of the 
document is broken off so that neither subscription nor witnesses' signa- 
tures remain. Most of the property is left by a mother to her daughter, 
who is to see that the proper funeral rites are performed, and who must 
also pay any debts that may be outstanding at the mother's death. The 
mother continues to exercise control over her property during her lifetime. 

PTebt. 2. 517 (II A.D.) was not published in full by the editors. 

9 See p. 136 and note 8, above. 
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Enough remains from the right side of the document to identify it as a 
donatio mortis causa with the subscription of the donor, but the bottom 
is also broken off and the witnesses' signatures, if there were any, are lost. 
The two defective texts, PVars. nov. ser. 6 (II A.D.),10 again from 

Tebtunis, and PStrassb. 122 (161-169 A.D.), from Euhemeria, probably 
belong with this group although the details of the transactions are obscure 
because of the condition of the papyri. SB 4322 (84-96 A.D.) is also too 
defective to permit analysis, but it seems to fall within this category. 

The other documents referred to by Kreller and by Taubenschlag 
either show some significant variation that puts them outside the strictly 
limited group under discussion, or do not fall within the first two cen- 
turies of the Roman period. If we consider, then, only this limited 
group that consists of documents that are alike in form and content, we 
find that there are fifteen documents that may be reasonably judged to 
fall within the same classification. Of these the earliest is dated in the 
reign of Domitian (SB 4322) and the latest in a year of Marcus Aurelius 
(PStrassb. 122). It is worth noting that eleven of the fifteen documents 
were drawn up in Tebtunis. The point may not be particularly sig- 
nificant, and yet it is interesting to speculate whether this situation 
results from any cause other than mere chance. 

SB 7559, dated 99 A.D., was registered through Lourios, who was at 
that time in charge of the record office of Tebtunis and Kerkesoucha 
Orous. No. 1 (P. Mich. Inv. 5589), dated in a year of Trajan, has the 
same docket. Two of the same witnesses appear in both documents and 
one of them, Sagathes son of Areios, who is thirty years old in SB 7559, 
is thirty-five in No. 1, giving us the approximate date of 104 for the 

Michigan document. 
This Lourios is almost certainly the same as Lourios, also called 

Apollonios, well known from other texts, whose registration of a contract 
for the division of property in Tebtunis, PTebt. 2. 527,11 dated 101 A.D., 
falls within the same period as No. 1 and SB 7559. The double name 
occurs again in PFamTebt. 21 (122 A.D.) and PFamTebt. 23 (123 A.D.). 

10 G. Manteuffel, "Papyri e collectione Varsoviensi, series nova," Jour. Jur. Pap. 2 
(1948) 81-110. 

11 A photograph of this very fragmentary text was kindly sent to me by the Li- 
brarian of the University of California Library, Mr. Donald Coney. From the photo- 
graph it is clear that the docket should be read: ava[y(e&ypaTrra) 6L]a Aovptovu ro 

Kal 'A7roXXcwvovu TO TrpOS [rCI 'ypafeoi]wl Te0ribvEco KaL KepKEcrobX(cow) "Opous, thus elimi- 

nating the Kal read by the editors before TerTvvecos. One record office served the two 
villages in both the first and the second century; cf. the dockets in PFamTebt. 21.36 
and 23.30, as well as the heading of the &va-ypa4>j, PMich. 2.121V.I.2. 
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Donationes Mortis Causa 

In PFamTebt. 27 (132 A.D.) the single name, Lourios, is again used.'2 
That Lourios was dead by 150 A.D. is clear from PSI 10. 1124, in which 
his widow, acting with her son Apollonios, makes an application for a 
lease of land. A grandson, Achilleus, son of this Apollonios, was nomo- 
graphos in 173 A.D. (PSI 10. 1105) and was still living in 189 A.D., at 
which time he made a census declaration (PTebt. 2. 322). 

Lourios, also known as Lourios Apollonios, was therefore in charge 
of the record office in Tebtunis for some thirty-five years, from the last 
decade of the first century to nearly the middle of the second quarter of 
the second century. And it is probable that his grandson, Achilleus, 
occupied the same post in 173 A.D.,13 with some other incumbent, perhaps 
of the same family, holding it during the intervening period. This 
situation would be analogous to that which existed in the first century 
in this same village, when Apion conducted the record office from at 
least 7 A.D. to 25 or 26 A.D., and on his death was succeeded in the dis- 

charge of its duties by his son Kronion, who carried on the work until 
about 56 A.D.14 

The eleven papyri from Tebtunis in which these donationes mortis 
causa were included were offered together for purchase, and we may 
assume with reasonable justification that they came originally from a 
single find. Since there is no relationship between the individual docu- 
ments except the place of their execution, it is likely that the source was 
the record office itself, operated in all probability in the family home 
first by Lourios Apollonios and then by other members of his family. 

The suggestion that these papyri formed part of an archive in the 
house of Lourios Apollonios receives some support from P. Mich. Inv. 
5582, which was received in the same purchase. This papyrus contains 
a property declaration for the year 100/1 A.D., made by Didymos, son 
of Herakleides also called Lourios. Herakleides Lourios was a member 
of a prominent family in Tebtunis known from a number of documents 
in the first-century archive from that village.l5 Although one must 
always use caution in identifying persons in the papyri from the identity 
of names, the name Lourios is not a common one, and the combination 
of Lourios with Herakleides and the provenance and dates of the docu- 

12 Possibly PFamTebt. 25.13 (129 A.D.) could also be read: [&La A]ovp[l]ov 
voj,oypd,6ov. 

13 On the connection between the nomographos and the grapheion see PMich. 5, 
pp. 1-3. 

14 See note 13 and E. M. Husselman, "Two New Documents from the Tebtunis 
Archive," TAPA 81 (1950) 69-77. 

16 See PMich. 5, pp. 17-18. 
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ments suggest that Herakleides Lourios of the first-century documents 
was the father of Didymos of 100/1 A.D. It is not unreasonable to con- 
jecture that this Didymos, who would probably have been well on in 
years at the time the property return was made, was a member of the 
same family as Lourios Apollonios, probably of the preceding generation 
and possibly even his father. 

If then the record office of Tebtunis was operated by members of a 
single family during the period from which most of these donationes mortis 
causa come, the predominance of Tebtunis as the source of documents 
of this specific type may be explained as the result of a chance find of a 
semi-public archive belonging to a clerk or family of clerks who had a 
preference for wills drawn up in this particular form. It would naturally 
have no legal significance, but throws some additional light on procedures 
in government offices in the villages of Graeco-Roman Egypt. 
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